Bangkok by boat
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Longtail Boat on the Thornbury Canal. Rent by the hour

Your 2-week Grand Master Gelato Training course includes a free weekend to see the
sights of fabulous Bangkok. If you arrive on the Friday before the class starts you will
have TWO weekends to explore Bangkok.
Much of Bangkok's history has evolved along the banks of the Chao Phraya River. Winding
its way through the heart of the city, it continues to play an important part in daily life.
Every day you'll see commuters, saffron-robed monks and school children speeding by on
fast river taxis, overtaking the heavily laden rice barges making their journey upriver.
For the visitor, the river provides a fascinating contrast of the old and the new, with
some of Bangkok's most revered temples standing alongside warehouses, old wooden
houses, new residential blocks and prestigious five-star hotels.
Boats are a great way to get around the famous riverside area with its many historical
attractions and to explore the 'klongs' (canals) for a glimpse of yesteryear.

The Bangkok (Chao Phraya) River

Several kinds of boats (express boats, river taxis and tail-boats) run up and down the
Chao Phraya River, connecting with the local suburbs on the Thonburi side and along the
river, while ferries can be used to cross the river at various points.
There are different types of boats offering different services, and some of the express
boats only stop at the main piers. River taxis operate up and down the river. The ones
that operate in the klongs (canals) are called “longtails,” usually cost about $12-15
USD/hour.

The Chao Phraya Express Boat Company (their ferry shown ABOVE)-http://www.chaophrayaexpressboat.com/en/tourist/

It stops at eight major piers and provides access to attractions like: WAT ARUN, GRAND
PALACE, WAT PRO, KAO SAN ROAD, CHINATOWN, WANG LANG PIER.

Where to find the boats:
Take the Skytrain to Sailom, then change to the
Ratchpruesk line. Get off at Saphan Taksin station. Just walk down the steps to reach river
boats at Sathorn pier. Both the river trip and
the Canal longtails boats are available here. Or
you can get on the river ferry at any of its stops.

CHAO PHRAYA TOUR BOAT “BLUE”
Route : Every 30 minutes from Sathorn pier
located at the foot of Saphan Thaksin BTS exit.
Ticket : 150; All-day pass.

Routing & Piers
Proceeds up the river, stopping at 8
piers and returns back to Central Pier
on the same route.
1. Sathorn Pier
(connection wi BTS Skytrain
at Sapan Taksin Station)

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Oriental Pier
Si Phraya Pier
Rajchawong Pier
Tha Tien Pier
Maharaj Pier
Wang Lang Pier
Phra Arthit Pier

You can get on and off at any pier
•
•

Conditions
Unlimited rides on Chao Phraya Express Boat from Central Pier to Pha Arthit Pier
Passengers may take any other Chao Phraya boat with the 1-Day River Pass without paying extra

The Grand Palace
(MAHARAJ N★ Pier)
Without a doubt the Grand Palace is the #1
“Must See” in Bangkok—it is one of the great
architectural wonders of the world. Built in
1782 - and for 150 years the home of the
Thai King, the Royal court and the administrative seat of government.
The grounds also housed the Thai war ministry, state departments, even the mint. The
Palace is the spiritual heart of the Thai
Kingdom.

Certainly, the palace is
t h e g re a t e s t n a t io n a l
t re a su re o f T h a ila n d .
W o m e n a re o b lig e d t o
w e a r lo n g sle e v e s a n d
dress conservatively. The
Wat Phra Kaeo, known as
the “Temple of the Emerald Buddha” is located on
the grounds.
When leaving the palace,
turn right and walk up the
street to the City Pillar
and Military museum,
whose canons are shown
in the photo above. Every city in Thailand has a
city pillar, which is the
spiritual heart of the city.
Or, turn left and cross the
street. To the right is a hill whose street is lined with sidewalk amulet sellers, the famous Prachan Amulet Market and several wats.

Famous Reclining Buddha at Wat Po

Wat Po and the Royal Barge Museum (Tha Tien N8 pier on boat tour)
Wat Pho, (Tha Tien Pier, N8) located next to the Grand Palace, is one of the largest and oldest wats in
Bangkok (with an area of 80,000 square meters), and is home to more than one thousand Buddha images,
as well as one of the largest single Buddha images of 160 ft length, the famous “Reclining Buddha” (shown
above) and many other historic art treasures. It was built as a restoration of an earlier temple on the
same site, with work beginning in 1788. It was restored again in 1982. Wat Pho is the birthplace of traditional Thai massage.

Wat Arun (the Temple of the Dawn)

Wat Arun, “Temple of the Dawn,” is the “#2” Must-see historic sight in Bangkok, after the
Grand Palace. It is directly across the river from Wat Po. Just take the ferry across the river
from the Wat Po landing, about 3.5 bht, $0.08USD. This temple is considered to be the most famous and photographed temple in Bangkok, which features a soaring 70-meter-high spire decorated with tiny pieces of colored glass and Chinese porcelain
Wat Arun was built in the days of Thailand's ancient capital of Ayutthaya, and was originally
known as the Olive Temple. The outstanding feature of Wat Arun is its central prang, a Khmerstyle pagoda, about 80 meters tall and symbolizes the legendary Mount Meru, center of the universe. It is possible to climb the prang, using some very steep exterior steps, to two terraces
providing fine views.

Khao San
Road
(Phra Arthit Pier, N13
on boat tour)

The Phra Arthit Pier
area, the landing for
Kaho San Road. No visit to Bangkok is complete without going
there. It is a major
touring area that may
end up taking the entire day. There are
numerous attractions
in the area, look at the
map below:

http://wikitravel.org/en/Bangkok/Khao_San_Road

In the last 20 years, Khao San Road has developed into a world famous walking street
with a huge diversity of interesting shops and street stalls. It is a mecca for both backpackers and more affluent travelers. For many young people, Khao San Road is an exciting entry to Asia, although of course it is more like a movie set than real Asian life.
Khao San is not located near the Sky Train, but the Ferry lets you off at N13 Phra Athit
Pier. A few hundred meters from the Pier (turn left) is a lovely park facing the river.
Plan to arrive around sunset, have dinner near Khao San and walk around after dark.
Across the street from the park is the Phra Sumane Fort, one of the two remaining forts
built to protect Bangkok after the defeat by the Burmese and destruction of the old capitol, Ayutthaya in the late 17th century. When leaving the landing turn left to reach the
park or turn right to go direct to Kaho San. Continue to the first main intersection (Soi
Chana Songkharm) and turn left. Kaho San is opposite Wat Chana Songkhram.

Then ride all the way
north to Phra Arthit
pier, which takes
about 35 minutes
and costs 13 to 18
baht. Make sure to
get either the orange
flag line or the blue
flag tourist boat, as
the yellow flag line
skips Phra Arthit pier.
Packed into a 1km
long strip are countless budget guesthouses and midrange hotels, internet cafes, swanky bars and clubs, restaurants, massage parlors, travel agents, bookshops,
market stalls, tattoo shops and much, much more. So much in fact, that the people,
peddlers and party spirit have spilled over into nearby Soi Rambuttri. With its carefree,
anything-goes vibe, it's quite unlike anywhere else in Bangkok, and so infectious is its
atmosphere it's also popular with locals, especially young hipsters and art students.
Khaosan shops sell handcrafts, paintings, clothes, pirated CDs, DVDs, and second-hand
books, plus many useful backpacker items. In general items on this tourist street are
overpriced—but interesting. There are many pubs and bars on surrounding streets. One
Thai writer has described Khaosan as "a short road that has the longest dream in the
world."
A Buddhist temple under royal patronage, the centuries old Wat Chana Songkram, is directly opposite Khaosarn Road to the west, while the area to the northwest contains an
Islamic community and several small mosques.

Chinatown (Ratchawong Pier)
Take a Took-Took from the pier

The Chinatown district is one of the oldest areas of Bangkok, built in the 1780’s. One of
its main streets, Charoen Krung, was actually Bangkok's first paved road. The area has
got a somewhat seedy reputation with many pawnshops and a fondness for gambling.
Today, gold shops and pawnshops are still very popular in Chinatown and can be found
almost anywhere.

The narrow, crammed Sampeng Lane is a hive of textiles and cloth, and while it's not really a great place for buying anything, it's an interesting authentic experience that
hasn’t changed in decades.
The Thieves Market, or Nakhon Kasem is slightly north of the western end of Sampeng
Lane. Though legitimate today, it was so named because this was where stolen goods
usually turned up. It's now a good area for looking or buying Thai or Chinese antiques.
Unquestionably, Chinatown is most interesting just after sunset, when countless shoppers stroll the streets, which are ablaze with unusual signs, foods and smells. Try to arrive around 5:30, when it is cooler and then have dinner at one of the many terrific restaurants when the sun goes down. Later you can hop over to Kaho San Road for an evening drink.

Paper dragon float during Chinese New Years festival

Wang Lang

Aside from the famous Chatuchak Weekend Market, a less well-known treasure is the
Wang Lang market, just a few steps from the Wang Lang Pier of the ferry tour. It is situated in a small alley located next to Siriraj Hospital, where shoes, bags, accessories,
vintage & second-hand clothing can be found at ridiculously low prices. The market is
well-known for its wide variety of delicious southern-style food and you can get takeaway to eat when you get back on the ferry.

Also, walk straight from the pier to the famous Royal Barge Museum to see the ceremonial Royal rowing barges made from huge teak trees.

Pics from Wang Lang Market

Touring The Thornbury Canals by Longtail Boat

CANAL BY LONGTAIL BOAT: On the opposite bank to the Grand Palace (Thonburi side)
there's a network of canals ideal for exploring local life along the water's edge.
On the Thonburi side of the river a network of canals still connect the city to these suburbs, which remain largely unaffected by modern development. A trip around these canals offers a colorful insight into local Thai life, and a refreshing diversion from modernday Bangkok.
Women still sell rice and noodles from their 'floating kitchens' and people still use the
river to bathe, wash their clothes and catch fish. Everywhere you'll see water hyacinth
floating on the surface of the river, collected regularly and dried to make the latest
trendy woven furniture.
A completely different side of Bangkok worth taking a few hours to explore. While many
of the klongs have since been replaced by roads, the Chao Phraya River continues to
flow unaffected, separating the original capital of Thonburi on one side of the river,
from today's Bangkok.

The Thornbury Canal (photo above), built by King IV to get from his home to the Royal
Palace was the only access to the area until the late 20th century, when the first roads
were built.
Having stayed an independent province until it was merged into Bangkok in 1972, Thonburi – the old Bangkok capital has avoided much of the modern development seen elsewhere. Its man-made network of khlongs, including Khlong Mon and Khlong Bangkok Noi,
retains much of their ramshackle charm. Go by longtail boat and step back into an earlier age!
Hire a long-tail boat ('hang yao') and go exploring. Agree on the price before departure
(400 to 500 baht per hour, negotiable). You can hire boats at the Tha Chang ferry pier
near the Grand Palace, or the pier at the River City Shopping Complex (next to the Royal
Orchid Sheraton Hotel & Towers). It's great fun, but bear in mind that the boat driver is
not a guide. His English may be limited, but he will know the main spots. Ask to explore
'Klong Bangkok Noi' and 'Klong Bangkok Yai'.

Bangkok is a fabulous place to visit. In addition to the canals, you MUST visit the famous
Chatuchak week-end market, located just one sky train exit beyond our factory.

The 35-acre (68-rai) area of Chatuchak is home to more than 8,000 market stalls.

On a typical weekend, more than 200,000 visitors come here. Just about everything is on sale here, although not all at the best bargain rates. Whereas in other
places, bargaining may result in a 5% discount. In Chatuchak, expect at least a
30-50% discount off first-quoted price.
When facing Chatuchak, about 400 meters to the left, across a busy divided
street is the wonderful Autogar Market, one of the most beautiful and exciting
places on earth—if you love to look at food! I think the Autogar is a national
treasure. Don’t miss it! Cross the street, turn right and walk about 200 meters into the market.

